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This retrospective exhibition dedicated to Jasper Johns spans the
extensive career of one of the most celebrated artists of our time,
from his early works made in the 1950s to some of his most recent
pieces produced in the 2000s.

The show highlights all the themes that define his production
through a selection of pieces—mostly paintings, but also sculptures
and a broad representation of his work on paper.



Born in Augusta (Georgia, USA) in 1930, Jasper Johns was raised and
educated in South Carolina and New York, to where he moved in 1953 and
where he would soon meet influential figures like Robert Rauschenberg,
composer John Cage, and choreographer Merce Cunningham; all four would
have a profound impact on the New York art scene.

In 1954–55 Johns painted his first American flag, a motif that prompted one of
his most iconic series. Other familiar images were numbers, targets, and
maps, whose ordinary, easily recognizable subject matter led them to be
considered forerunners of Pop Art. Shown at Leo Castelli Gallery in 1958, they
brought the artist immediate acclaim.

During this time, Johns frequented Marcel Duchamp, whose work and ideas
would have a decisive influence on him. Moving away from the rhetoric of
Abstract Expressionism, Johns’s oeuvre, presented in series that explore the
very nature of art, also anticipated Minimalism and Conceptual Art.

Over the course of his career, Johns's works would include references to a
wide range of artists—from Matthias Grünewald and Hans Holbein to John F.
Peto, Edvard Munch, Paul Cézanne, Pablo Picasso, René Magritte, and Barnett
Newman—along with direct quotes from authors like Hart Crane, Frank
O’Hara, and Samuel Beckett.

More information
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